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1. INTRODUCTION:

The new ICAO methodology for assessing and reporting runway surface conditions, commonly known 
as the Global Reporting Format (GRF), enables the harmonized assessment and reporting of runway 
surface conditions and a correspondingly improved flight crew assessment of take-off and landing 
performance.  

The GRF, applicable on 4 November 2021, is described through amendment 13-B to Annex 14 — 
Aerodromes, Volume I — Aerodrome Design and Operations; Annex 3 — Meteorological Service for 
International Air Navigation; Annex 6 — Operation of Aircraft, Part I — International Commercial Air 
Transport — Aeroplanes and Part II — International General Aviation—Aeroplanes; Annex 8 — 
Airworthiness of Aircraft; Annex 15 — Aeronautical Information Services and Procedures for Air 
Navigation Services (PANS) — Aerodromes (PANS-Aerodromes, Doc 9981), Aeronautical Information 
Management (PANS-AIM, Doc 10066) and Air Traffic Management (PANS-ATM, Doc 4444).  

In addition, supporting material is available in ICAO Circular 355, Assessment, Measurement and 

Reporting of Runway Surface Conditions and in the Doc 10064 Aeroplane Performance Manual (in 

preparation) and Technical Advisory Circular from CAA. 

2. FLOW OF INFORMATION:

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GLOBAL REPORTING FORMAT (GRF) 

AIC FOR CPDLC LATENCY MONITORING FUNCTION IN EUR-SAT

CORRIDOR AIRSPACE

AIC FOR CPDLC LATENCY MONITORING FUNCTION IN EUR-SAT

CORRIDOR AIRSPACE

Aerodrome operator (AO) 

assess the runway surface 

conditions, including 

contaminants, for each 

third of the runway length, 

and report it by mean of a 

uniform runway condition 

report (RCR)

Aircraft operators utilize the 

information in conjunction with 

the performance data 

provided by the aircraft 

manufacturer to determine if 

landing or take-off operations 

can be conducted safely and 

provide runway braking action 

special air-report (AIREP) 

Aeronautical information 

services (AIS) provide the 

information received in the 

RCR to end users 

(SNOWTAM) 

Air traffic services (ATS) 

provide the information 

received via the RCR to end 

users (radio, ATIS) and 

received special air-reports 
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2.1. Collection of information:  

 

Aerodrome Operator is responsible to assess the condition of the runway for each third of the runway 

and issue a Runway Condition Report (RCR). This report contains the RWYCC (Runway Condition 

Code) and information which describes the runway surface condition: type of contamination, depth, 

coverage for each third of the runway, etc. and other relevant information.  

 

This code is derived from the Runway Condition Assessment Matrix (RCAM) and associated 

procedures for downgrading and upgrading.  

 

Note – Details of the Global Reporting Format is contained in the Procedures for Air Navigation Services 

(PANS) — Aerodromes (PANS-Aerodromes, Doc 9981) and ICAO Circular 355 (Assessment, 

Measurement and Reporting of Runway Surface Conditions). 

 

 
Runway Condition Assessment Matrix (RCAM) 

 
Assessment Downgrade assessment criteria 

Runway 
condition 

code 

Runway surface description 
 

Aeroplane deceleration or 
directional control 

observation 

Pilot report of 
runway 

braking action 

6 • DRY  --- --- 

5 • WET (The runway surface is 
covered by any visible 
dampness or water up to and 
including 3 mm depth)  

 
Up to and including 3 mm depth:  

• SLUSH  
 

Braking deceleration is 
normal for the wheel braking 

effort applied AND 
directional control is normal. 

 

GOOD 
 

4 --- 
 

Braking deceleration OR 
directional control is 

between Good and Medium. 

GOOD TO 
MEDIUM 

 

3  
WET (“slippery wet” runway)  
 
 

 
Braking deceleration is 

noticeably reduced for the 
wheel braking effort applied 

OR directional control is 
noticeably reduced. 

MEDIUM 
 

 

 

 

 

2 More than 3 mm depth of water or 
slush:  

• STANDING WATER  

• SLUSH  

Braking deceleration OR 
directional control is 

between Medium and Poor. 
 

MEDIUM TO 
POOR 

 

 

1 --- 
 

Braking deceleration is 
significantly reduced for the 
wheel braking effort applied  

OR directional control is 
significantly reduced. 

POOR 
 

0 --- Braking deceleration is 
minimal to non- existent for 
the wheel braking effort 
applied OR directional 
control is uncertain.  
 

LESS THAN 
POOR 
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2.2. Dissemination of information:  

 

• Aeronautical information services (AIS) provide the information received in the RCR to end users 

through SNOWTAM in the new format.  

 

Note – Details of the new SNOWTAM format is contained in the Procedures for Air Navigation 

Services (PANS) — Aeronautical Information Management (PANS-AIM, Doc 10066). Additional 

information on the SNOWTAM format could be found in the ICAO EUR/NAT Guidance on the 

Issuance of SNOWTAM.  

 

• Air traffic services (ATS) provide the information received via the RCR to end users through 

radio and received special air-reports. 

 

 
2.3. Using the information:  

 

Aircraft operators utilize the information in conjunction with the performance data provided by the 

aircraft manufacturer to determine if landing or take-off operations can be conducted safely and provide 

runway braking action special air-report (AIREP).  

 

 
3. IMPLEMENTATION PLAN:  

 
 

Date of implementation  

 

3.1. The new ICAO GRF including the new SNOWTAM format will be implemented on 4 November 

2021 at 0000 UTC.  

 
 

National GRF implementation Team  

 
3.2. The National GRF implementation team was formed by CAA with the purpose to organize and 

synchronize all the planning activities regarding the GRF implementation. The team is composed of 

Aerodrome Operators, Safety Team and Air Navigation Service Provider. 

 
 

Stakeholders involved  

 

3.3. The following stakeholders in Cabo Verde are involved in the implementation of the GRF:  

 

• The aerodromes where GRF will be implemented:  

o GVAC – SAL ISLAND / AMILCAR CABRAL; 

o GVNP – PRAIA / NELSON MANDELA; 

o GVSV – SAO PEDRO / CESARIA EVORA; 

o GVBA – RABIL / ARISTIDES PEREIRA. 

• Air Traffic Services (ATCOs); 

• Aeronautical Information Services (International NOTAM Office);  

• Airlines (flight operations departments, dispatchers, pilots); 

• Civil Aviation Authority; 

 
 
 



Page 4 of 4. 
 

 

Coordination between Aerodromes, AIS (NOF) and ATS units  

 

3.4. The GRF implementation group is running the project for the implementation of GRF on Cabo 

Verde International Airports. The project contains procedures with explicit coordination activities 

between Aerodromes, ATS and AIS. Coordination activities between Aerodrome Operators and ATS 

and AIS providers are established and thoroughly described through formal arrangements. There are 

separate formal arrangements between AIS provider and Aerodrome Operators. There are also formal 

arrangements between ATS and AO which prescribe coordination activities and exchange of 

information between aerodrome operators and ATS at the airports. 

 

When necessary, Cabo Verde NOTAM Office will transmit SNOWTAM by AFTN to the same list of 

recipients that receive Cabo Verde NOTAM.  

 

Request to amend the AFTN distribution list used for NOTAM/SNOWTAM shall be directed to Cabo 

Verde AIS Head quarter through the email address: sgia.pub.apr@gmail.com.   

 

 
Training and awareness  

 

3.5. Training and awareness on GRF activities and new SNOWTAM format are part of the activities 

planned through Implementation plan. 

 

 

Tests and trials  

 

3.6. Tests are planned to be conducted after training and before applicability date.  

 

 

 


